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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
February 11, 2010
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Special Council Meeting Briefing On Plan Santa Barbara
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council hear a presentation from staff, receive comments from members of the Planning Commission and public, and hold a discussion regarding the City’s General Plan Update process.
DISCUSSION:

The following is an outline of the key points that staff will cover in the presentation:
Process Overview 
Staff will explain why the process was initiated, major milestones to date, the current draft document review phase, and what is expected in terms of review and actions by the Planning Commission and Council throughout 2010.
Council Goals, 2005 
Review the Council goals that directed the process and identified initial goals for policy outcomes.
Key Deliverables 
Describe the expected outcomes, in terms of updated City policy documents including the Draft Environmental Impact Report, Draft Land Use Element, Draft Land Use Map, Draft Housing Element, and General Plan framework, and their importance in providing direction in planning decisions such as actions on projects, special neighborhood interests, meeting State requirements, etc.
Issues 
Based on extensive public input, there remain both areas of general agreement and unresolved concerns throughout the community.  The update will likely continue to grapple with differences.
Planning Commission Input 
Staff and the Planning Commission worked together to draft the Policy Preferences Report, which was supported by Council and moved forward as the formal project on which the EIR is based.  During the last year there have been a number of work sessions with the Commission where some of the more challenging components such as residential densities have not yet been resolved, and others such as unit size restrictions and incentives to encourage more rental housing where a consensus has emerged.  Individual Commissioners have provided written statements for the Council on their respective view of the key issues, as well as ideas on how to further address important community planning and complete the General Plan Update.
Budget Information 
Staff will explain how the Plan Santa Barbara process has been funded, including the establishment of a fee percentage added to building permits, a General Fund loan and pay back program, status of consultant contracts, and staffing levels.

Council Direction and Action 
Staff will conclude with an outlook of the upcoming schedule, with an emphasis on Council’s role in providing direction and decision making that will be needed to update the policies and programs that will guide the City over the next 20 years.
NOTE:
Many important documents related to Plan Santa Barbara are available for review on the website at www.YouPlanSB.org 
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Comments from Planning Commissioners, December 2009



2. Letter from Allied Neighborhood Association, February 1, 2010



3. Letters from the public
PREPARED BY:
Bettie Weiss, City Planner
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Assistant City Administrator/Community Development Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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