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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTFERS?

OF SANTA BARBARA
328 Fast Carilio Street, Suite A TELFAX 1305 9652822 email; inlof fwesantaharbara.org
Santa Darhara, Californa 93101 www, [ wyvsantabarhara.org

February 3, 2010

Mavor Helene Schneider and City Counetl Members
City of Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara, California

Rer Plan Santa Barbara Workshop on February 11, 2010
Dcar Mayor and City Counci] Members,

Santa Barbara League of Women Voters members have been participating in the tours,
workshops and hearings on this General Plan Update since 2005, We have become increasingly
concerned about the direction that it has taken. After vears of careful control of planming, and
slow growth, the present Plan Santa Barbara threatens to cncourage much more density and
much faster population growth.

One of the League’s longest standing positions calls for the South Coast to live within our
resources, Santa Barbara City Charter Section 1507 requires the City to do so. We disagree with
staff that achicving sustainability requires some sort of “evolution” from that requirement,
“Living Within Qur Resources”™ means today exactly what it meant when it was put o the
Charter. We live on a narrow plane between the ocean and mountain, Our focation has been our
destiny: we arc a charming small town surrounded by natural beauty. Both our residents and
visitors from around the world want us (0 remain that way.

The League believes that the now concept of the Mobility Oriented Development Arcas
(MODA) should be removed from the Plan, and with it, any provision for ingreased density in
any areas. The City will be fortunate if it can manage the presently allowed growth, and you will
probably have ta reconsider several existing policies that allowed massive buildings ke
Chapata One 10 be built here. In addition you will need to be monitoring existing resources
constantly to be prepared Lo change policics if we reach our limits,

1t i= the League's impression that while the whole panoply of Smart Growth principles works in
some other communities, it is particularly unsuited tor Santa Barbara because of our special
conditions of build-out and Tong term lack of affordubility. We may borrow some of their ideas,
but others, like insisting that people get out of their cars, will have hmited success here. Asa
result, we think that the City should continue to requite adequate parking for all projects and
businesses. We have been saying repeatedly that major changes need to be made to Plan Santa
Barbara before it is accepted by the City. :

Caonmnte Hannah, First Vice-President




