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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
April 13, 2010 
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
City Administrator’s Office
SUBJECT:
2010 Legislative Platform 
RECOMMENDATION:   That Council 
A. Adopt the 2010 Legislative Platform that guides the City’s support of or opposition to state and federal legislation; and

B. Authorize the Mayor, Councilmembers, and staff, on behalf of the City of Santa Barbara, to contact state and federal representatives to advocate for legislation consistent with the goals of the Legislative Platform.  

DISCUSSION:
The City’s Legislative Platform outlines the City’s position on legislative matters.  It serves as the foundation for the City to support, remain neutral or oppose positions on state and federal legislation.  

Each year, the Legislative Platform is reviewed by staff and the Council Committee on Legislation to ensure the platform reflects current policy issues and positions of the Council.  The Council Committee met on February 18th and March 4th to review the platform and recommend revisions to City Council.  The proposed platform (Attachment) is marked with additions and deletions to assist Council in identifying the changes.  The Committee recommended that the Council adopt the proposed 2010 Legislative Platform.  
Council approval of the Legislative Platform allows the Mayor and Councilmembers, as well as staff, to advocate for state and federal legislation on behalf of the City.  In cases where a legislative issue is not addressed in the platform, staff will return to the Committee on Legislation and/or the City Council for direction as necessary.  Therefore, platform revisions are recommended so that Council can engage in advocacy efforts without returning to Council.  A platform that is comprehensive and current will enable the City to act quickly when advocacy is needed.  Additionally, platform positions are recommended to change or be deleted when the legislation or policy is obsolete or not applicable to the City of Santa Barbara.  

Changes to the platform fall primarily under the following policy areas:

· Revenue and Taxation
· Public Safety

· Housing, Community, and Economic Development

· Environmental Quality

· Employee Relations

· Airport 

· Waterfront
Legislative Advocacy

We will continue to use previously established guidelines for legislative advocacy.  The guidelines are designed to produce timely and effective communication with legislators.  Advocacy efforts generally occur in one of the following ways:

1. Advocacy Letters

· Upon referral from the Mayor and Council, City Administrator’s Office, department staff, League of California Cities or other sources, staff will compare legislative proposals against the City’s Legislative Platform.  If the proposed bill raises legal issues, department staff will consult with the City Attorney’s Office.  

· If a legislative matter is covered in our legislative platform and correspondence is determined to be appropriate, the Mayor will send a letter to the appropriate legislators.  In cases where proposed legislation is not addressed in the platform, staff will return to the City Council for final direction as necessary. 

· As needed, the Mayor and/or staff will contact legislators via telephone, e-mail or in person to reinforce the City’s position or to provide additional information.

2. Committee on Legislation
· The Committee on Legislation has regularly scheduled meetings on the third Thursday of every month but meets only as needed. 

· During the legislative session, staff may consult with and enlist the Council’s Committee on Legislation and/or the Mayor if efforts beyond the standard position letter are required.  The Mayor and Committee on Legislation may undertake direct contact with legislators or recommend to the City Council that more extensive actions be taken.  The Mayor and Committee members may also communicate with other parties who may have an interest in proposed bills. 

3. Meetings with State and Federal Representatives, legislative advocates and coordination with others

· We will continue to work closely with advocacy partners.  As an example, Dave Mullinax, Regional Public Affairs Manager with the League of California Cities Channel Counties Division has appeared before the Committee on Legislation to update the City on State legislation and priority issues.  We will continue to work closely with the League.

· As part of the legislative action process, the Committee on Legislation may invite members of our State Assembly, State Senate and Congress, or legislative advocates, to committee meetings to discuss legislative positions and interests.  The Mayor and Councilmembers will be invited when such meetings are scheduled.  

ATTACHMENT:
Draft 2010 Legislative Platform
PREPARED BY:
Nina Johnson, Assistant to the City Administrator
SUBMITTED BY:
James L. Armstrong, City Administrator
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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