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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
April 27, 2010
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Engineering Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan Update – Memorandum Of Understanding
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council authorize the Public Works Director to negotiate and execute, subject to approval by the City Attorney, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Cooperating Partners, providing for the continued administration and development of an update to the Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) for Santa Barbara County, with the City’s share of costs not to exceed $40,000.

DISCUSSION:
BACKGROUND
The Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of 2002 (Proposition 50) provided funding for a range of water related plans and projects with local grant funding conditioned upon the development of regional water management plans.  On August 1, 2006, Council authorized a MOU with the Cooperating Partners (Definition of Cooperating Partners, Attachment 1, page 5) in Santa Barbara County for the development of an Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) for Santa Barbara County.  The Cooperating Partners consist of 27 agencies, including government agencies, special districts, and non-governmental organizations.  The Cooperating Partners collaborated to participate in the process established by the California Legislature, pursuant to Proposition 50.  In accordance with this legislation, the Cooperating Partners developed an IRWMP, which is the basis for grant applications in Proposition 50.  The Cooperating Partners successfully prepared an IRWMP, adopted by Council on June 26, 2007, pursuant to Proposition 50 guidelines, and successfully sought grant funding to implement key projects included in the IRWMP.  On October 21, 2008, Council authorized the Public Works Director to execute the MOU grant agreement.

In November 2006, California voters passed the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006 (Proposition 84).  Built on the previous Proposition 50, this provides funding for a range of water-related plans and projects.  Proposition 50 was managed jointly by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and Department of Water Resources (DWR); Proposition 84 is managed solely by the DWR.  Proposition 84 amended the Public Resources Code to add, among other articles, a section that authorizes the California Legislature to appropriate over $1,000,000,000 for IRWMP projects to assist local agencies to meet the long-term water needs of the State, including the delivery of safe drinking water and the protection of water quality and the environment. 

An IRWMP has increasingly become a prerequisite for obtaining grant funds for water-related plans and projects in California.  The State regards the IRWMP as a means to optimize the allocation of grant funding to various regions.  

IRWMP UPDATE

Pending State legislation and potential bond initiatives would require IRWMP’s for water infrastructure and other water-related projects to be funded from State programs.  Therefore, developing and updating an approved IRWMP is an important investment for the City and other local agencies.  In the Public Works Department, eligible projects would include a variety of important infrastructure improvements.  Some of the Creeks Division’s creek and riparian habitat restoration and storm water treatment system projects would also be eligible for funding.
This MOU updates previous agreements and commitments made by the Cooperating Partners between 2006 and 2009, related to initial preparation of the IRWMP and  pursuing Proposition 50 grant funding.  This MOU will replace the previous MOU and be more pertinent to the recently released Proposition 84 guidelines (See attachment 2 for changes).  The proposed funding will contribute to the ongoing administration efforts of the group, leading to an update of the IRWMP.  In the coming months, the Cooperating Partners will identify, through a project selection process, those projects which are most attractive to meet the intent of the Proposition 84 guidelines.  These selected projects will be included in an application to pursue a grant in Round One of Proposition 84.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

There are adequate funds in the Streets Capital Fund and the Water Fund to cover the City’s share of related costs.
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:  

This MOU revolves around implementing policies to reduce water demand, increase water supplies for beneficial use, improve water quality, improve resource stewardship (ecosystem restoration), and improve flood management.
ATTACHMENTS:
1)
Cooperating Partner’s MOU 

2)
County Letter
PREPARED BY:
Pat Kelly, Assistant Public Works Director/City Engineer/TC/mj
SUBMITTED BY:
Christine F. Andersen, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator’s Office
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