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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

July 13, 2010
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Planning Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:

Council Work Sessions Regarding Plan Santa Barbara General Plan Update
RECOMMENDATION:

That Council hold a series of work sessions regarding Plan Santa Barbara (PlanSB) with presentations by staff on topics including but not limited to: an overview of the Draft Proposed General Plan; the Program Environmental Impact Report; Transportation Demand Management; and various policy directives for residential density, development and design policies, and growth management.
DISCUSSION:

On June 22 and 23, 2010, the City Council and Planning Commission held a special joint meeting on PlanSB.  At the meeting a status report was provided, the public provided comment, and the Council and Planning Commission discussed the Planning Commission’s recommendations on key policies. The meeting also revealed several points of tentative agreement (see attached summary matrix).  At the close of the meeting, Council requested staff return to Council for a series of work sessions on a number of important aspects of the proposed PlanSB General Plan Update.
Based on the Council’s discussion and comments at the joint meeting, the following topics will be presented to help the Council understand these critical components, and facilitate the development of a package of policy preferences that will provide direction for preparation of the PlanSB documents for final review and adoption this Fall.  The format of the work sessions will be: staff presentations; Council questions and discussion; followed by a brief public comment period.  The discussion portion is intended to lead to summary direction at the final meeting. However, to the degree appropriate, such direction may also be expressed at each session.
The proposed schedule and topics are proposed as follows:
Tuesday, July 13: General Plan Overview and Policies

The overview discussion will include the attached summary matrix of comments received by Councilmembers on key policies to help identify areas of tentative agreement and topics where further discussion is needed.  Amended policy language will also be reviewed.  The General Plan Framework will be explained including sustainability principles, reorganization of the General Plan Elements, guidance for future updates of the Elements, and a focus on the Land Use Element, Land Use Map, and Housing Element.
Tuesday, July 20: Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Transportation   Demand Management (TDM)
In the morning, staff and the City Attorney will present both general and specific information regarding the environmental review process including State and local standards for preparation of the EIR, the PlanSB EIR analysis and conclusions, certification of a Program EIR, and its use for decision making and findings.   Later in the afternoon, a presentation will be made to explain TDM – what it is, what it entails as mitigation in the EIR, and what policies may be developed to consider future implementation of TDM.

Tuesday, July 27 and Thursday, July 28: Residential Density, Development & Design Policies; Growth Management & Development Plan Ordinance; and time permitting Summary Direction 
Land use classifications and the associated densities are an essential part of the Land Use Element and Map.  Policy direction on density, as well as design and development standards will be carried forward into ordinances and guidelines for future project review.  The city’s housing goals and policies will have been discussed at the July 13 worksession; this discussion will take a more in-depth look at the higher density incentives, what housing types are expected, and where development will likely occur.  
The second objective for these meetings is to examine in more detail the non-residential growth management allocation of 1 million square feet and the associated development categories.  Staff will provide information on the current pending and approved projects and how the status of the projects could influence the amount of development available for new “Community Benefit Land Uses.”  Further we will explain the current Development Plan Ordinance and what is expected to change with respect to the new growth limits proposed.
Tuesday, August 3: Summary Direction for Staff to Proceed with Preparation of PlanSB documents for final Review and Adoption

In the unlikely event that another meeting is needed, this work session would be held to provide summary direction to staff and the Planning Commission.
ATTACHMENT:
Summary Matrix, June 23, 2010 
PREPARED BY:
Bettie Weiss, City Planner
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Assistant City Administrator 
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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