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July 14, 2010
Assemblymember Julia Brownley

State Capitol, Room 2163

Sacramento, CA  95814

RE:  
AB 1998 - Plastic Bag Ban
NOTICE OF SUPPORT 
Dear Assemblymember Brownley:

On behalf of the City of Santa Barbara, I’m writing to express support for AB 1998 which will ban plastic single-use carryout bags at supermarkets throughout the state and encourage shoppers to bring their own reusable bags.  
The 19 billion single use plastic bags that Californians use each year have enormous environmental impacts throughout the state. Plastic shopping bags represent a significant component of urban litter, and are also a principal component of the litter that enters California’s creeks, streams, and bays.  The state spends an estimated $25 million annually to clean up and landfill these littered bags, and local governments spend over $300 million annually to clean littered streets and waterways.  

The City of Santa Barbara, in partnership with local non-profit agencies, has actively promoted the use of reusable bags through an educational campaign entitled “Where’s Your Bag?”  AB 1998 would provide a consistent approach to reduce the negative impacts of single use bags across jurisdictions, without resorting to government-imposed taxes or fees.  
The passage of AB 1998 will be a major step for California to become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution.  AB 1998 would provide a comprehensive, statewide solution to this growing problem by incentivizing consumers to reduce waste by either bringing their own shopping bags or paying a fee for recycled-content paper shopping bags.
While we support AB 1998, we ask that you consider an increase to the fee for paper bags to at least $0.10 to more effectively deter their use and create more of an incentive to use reusable bags.  We also ask that you consider a level of post-consumer recycled content of 60%, or the greatest level that can be achieved without compromising necessary bag strength.
Sincerely,

Helene Schneider

Mayor
cc: 
Mayor and Council


Jim Armstrong, City Administrator


Assemblymember Pedro Nava


Senator Tony Strickland
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