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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
September 28, 2010
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Building & Safety Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Update On California Green Building Code (CAL Green) And South Coast Energy Reach Code Proposal From Southern California Edison
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:
A. Receive an update regarding the California Green Building Code (CAL Green Code) and a presentation from Southern California Edison proposing a South Coast Energy Reach Code; and 
B. Direct staff to conduct public outreach and prepare ordinance amendments for a South Coast Energy Reach Code for consideration by the City’s Ordinance Committee.

DISCUSSION:
On August 18, 2010, the Sustainability Council Committee received an update on the CAL Green Code, which becomes effective January 1, 2011, and a presentation from Southern California Edison proposing a South Coast Energy Reach Code.  The Sustainability Council Committee recommended that the South Coast Energy Reach Code be presented to City Council and supported adoption of the proposed Reach Code.  

The City adopted an Energy Ordinance in 2008, amending the building code to reduce energy use in new construction and major renovations.  The City’s local building code exceeded the California Building Energy Efficiency Standards (Title 24) by up to 20%.    Since that time, Title 24 requirements were updated and are now equivalent to the City’s energy requirements.  
The proposed South Coast Energy Reach Code is intended to be 15 percent more energy efficient than the current Title 24 requirements for both residential and non-residential buildings. The South Coast Energy Reach Code specifically targets energy efficiency for natural gas and electricity by utilizing more energy efficient heating/cooling systems, Energy Star rated appliances, variable speed motors for swimming pools or spa’s, higher 
insulation values in walls/ceilings and more energy efficient glazing. Other energy efficient features may be incorporated into the design of a building to achieve the 15 percent energy reduction by using the “Performance Approach“, which models an energy budget calculation for the design of a building.
The CAL Green Code becomes effective January 1, 2011.  The CAL Green Code mandates that new residential and non-residential buildings comply with a prescriptive set of standards to protect, restore and enhance the environmental quality of the site and respect the integrity of the adjacent properties.  These standards address site selection, building design, building siting, and development.  The CAL Green Code is comprehensive in covering energy, water, recycling, sustainable materials, and other green building components.  
The CAL Green Code also offers two Voluntary Measure options that would enhance energy efficiency.  Tier 1 Voluntary Measures equate to a building being 15 percent more energy efficient than Title 24 energy requirements and Tier 2 Voluntary Measures equate to a building being 30 percent more energy efficient.
It is anticipated that some jurisdictions in California will be adopting Tier 1 Voluntary Measures as being mandatory and other jurisdictions will adopt local energy regulations that will be more energy efficient then the CAL Green Code mandated regulations.
To amend local ordinances to be more restrictive than the California Building Energy Efficiency Standards, a city or county needs to obtain approval from the California Energy Commission.  Specifically, a cost-effectiveness study must be submitted for review to ensure that the proposed local standards are feasible and cost effective for building permit applicants.   Southern California Edison has prepared the Cost-Effectiveness Study for the proposed Reach Code that would meet the state requirement (Attachment).  
ATTACHMENT:
Climate Zone 6 Energy Cost-Effectiveness Study
PREPARED BY:
George A. Estrella, Chief Building Official
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Assistant City Administrator 
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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