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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
November 9, 2010
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Administration Division, Community Development Department 

SUBJECT:
Council Subcommittee On Homelessness And Community Relations
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:

A.
Appoint a new subcommittee member to the Council Subcommittee on Homelessness and Community Relations to fill a vacancy; and

B.  
Authorize the Council Subcommittee on Homelessness and Community Relations to reconvene within 60 days to review the progress on the implementation of the twelve recommended strategies outlined in Strategies to Address Community Issues Related to Homelessness in the City of Santa Barbara and address the issue of meal provisions city-wide. 

BACKGROUND:

On June 17, 2008, the City Council established a Council Subcommittee, made up of three Councilmembers (Chair Iya Falcone, Dale Francisco and Helene Schneider), to study a range of issues related to homeless services and neighborhood impacts. This committee was charged with making recommendations to the full Council, with input from community members, on strategies to address five identified issues:

1)
Need for increased coordination between City Police and homeless street outreach staff from various agencies to reduce calls for service to City Police;

2)
Recommendation from the Milpas Action Task Force to consider establishing a Recovery Zone or Alcohol Impact Zone in the Lower Milpas Street area;

3)
Aggressive panhandling, primarily in the Downtown area;

4)
Gaining the support of the courts, District Attorney and County Probation to curb negative behavior (e.g., through injunctions and increased penalties) and require offenders to receive services/treatment to get on the track to recovery; and,
5)
Utilization of existing shelter services to more effectively assist the most vulnerable homeless persons.
A total of nine community meetings were held from July 2008 to January 2009 to address the above issues. The subcommittee members gathered input from City staff, local businesses, homeless service providers, community members, and homeless persons on each of the topic areas. Two working task groups were formed to deal specifically with increased coordination of outreach workers and panhandling. These task groups met on three occasions and reported back to the subcommittee with their recommendations.
On February 24, 2009, Council approved the Strategies to Address Community Issues Related to Homelessness in the City of Santa Barbara (Strategies) and directed staff to implement the recommended strategies and return to the Council in 12 months with a status report.  

On March 30, 2010, staff provided an update to Council on the twelve recommended strategies (see attached Council Agenda Report).

DISCUSSION:
Since the approval of the Strategies in 2009, there have been numerous discussions concerning the provision of meals to homeless persons and others in need. Specifically, questions regarding whether lunch should be served to the general homeless population in one centralized location or spread out to smaller locations in different areas of the City.  
After discussions with Mayor Schneider, staff believes that the appropriate venue to discuss the provision of meals city-wide is through the Council Subcommittee. As such, staff is recommending that Council appoint a new subcommittee member to fill the vacancy left by Councilmember Falcone and reconvene the subcommittee to receive an update on the implementation of the Strategies as well as address the issue of meal provision city-wide.
ATTACHMENT:
March 30, 2010 Council Agenda Report
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