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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
November 16, 2010
TO:
Ordinance Committee
FROM:
Building & Safety Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Reach Code - Energy Efficiency Standards
RECOMMENDATION:  
That the Ordinance Committee review and recommend for approval to the City Council an ordinance establishing local energy efficiency standards for new construction and most additions.
DISCUSSION:
On September 28, 2010, City Council received a presentation from the Southern California Edison Company regarding a South Coast Energy Reach Code proposal.  The Energy Reach Code proposal would require new buildings and most additions to be 15 percent more energy-efficient than the current 2008 California Energy Code.
After receiving this presentation, Council voted to direct staff to conduct public outreach and prepare ordinance amendments for a South Coast Energy Reach Code for consideration by the City’s Ordinance Committee.
The newly proposed Reach Code - Energy Efficiency Standards Ordinance (Energy Ordinance), which is based on the current 2008 California Energy Code deletes Chapter 22.82 of the City’s Municipal Code and replaces the previously adopted Architecture 2030 Energy Efficiency Standards Ordinances, which were based on the now outdated 2005 California Energy Code. 
The Draft Energy Ordinance has been placed on the City’s website for public viewing and comment.  Additionally, the Draft Energy Ordinance has been placed on the Land Development Team public bulletin, the Santa Barbara Contractors Association, American Institutes of Architects, and the Community Environmental Council’s email notification list.

A public meeting was held Friday, October 22, 2010 to share and discuss the Draft Energy Ordinance.  Representatives of the Southern California Edison Company; the Southern California Gas Company; and Mr. Mike Gabel, Energy Consultant, were in attendance.  Mr. Gabel provided an overview of the Energy Ordinance followed by questions and answers.  
The proposed Energy Ordinance is supported by our local American Institute of Architects, the Santa Barbara Contractors Association, the Community Environmental Council and many other local supporters.
Should the City’s Ordinance Committee recommend for approval to the City Council the Reach Code – Energy Efficiency Standards Ordinance (Energy Ordinance) and City Council subsequently approve this Ordinance; an Energy Cost-Effectiveness Study for Climate Zone 6 that has been prepared and funded by the Southern California Edison Company will be forwarded to the California Energy Commission for review and approval.  Once the Energy Cost-Effectiveness Study is approved by California Energy Commission the Energy Ordinance and the Energy Cost-Effectiveness Study would be brought back to Council for formal adoption. 

Depending on the length of time taken to review and approve the Reach Code - Energy Efficiency Standards Ordinance (Energy Ordinance) by the California Energy Commission, it is anticipated that the new Ordinance would become effective in late February/March of 2011.

SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT  

Adoption of this Ordinance would lead to stringent energy requirements for new construction and most additions than approved by the California Energy Commission.  More energy efficient buildings will provide for the reduction and use of natural gas and electricity and may contribute to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from that construction.
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
Staff has determined that the proposed Ordinance is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review since it preserves and enhances the environment by setting forth minimum energy efficiency standards.  In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15308, actions authorized by State or local ordinance to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment are exempt from CEQA.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Draft Reach Code – Energy Efficiency Standards Ordinance

2.
Climate Zone 6 Energy Cost-Efficiency Study
PREPARED BY:
George A. Estrella, Chief Building Official
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Assistant City Administrator 
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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