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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
November 16, 2010
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:
Plan Santa Barbara General Plan Update
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:  
A.
Continue Council discussion and deliberations concerning the Plan Santa Barbara General Plan update; and 
B.
Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Adopting the 2010 General Plan Update and Making Environmental Findings Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.
DISCUSSION:
On October 26 and 27, 2010, the City Council held a public hearing on the 2010 General Plan Update.  Several key issues were discussed, and general agreement on non-residential square foot limits and circulation policies was achieved through straw votes of the City Council.  Remaining unresolved issues were continued to the November 16, 2010 Council meeting for additional discussion and possible action. 
Proposed Map Changes

At the end of the October 27th meeting, Council created a three-member ad hoc subcommittee, composed of Councilmembers Francisco, Hotchkiss, and Williams to discuss potential changes to the location of the High Density designations on the General Plan Map, and the Rental/Employer Housing Overlay map boundary.  On November 3, 2010 the ad hoc subcommittee met to discuss the proposed General Plan map and related densities.  The recommended change that resulted from that meeting is illustrated on the attached map.  Another subcommittee meeting is scheduled for November 11, 2010, to continue the discussion.  See Attachment 1.  
Final EIR Addendum

A draft addendum to the certified Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) has been prepared to document and to analyze (from an environmental standpoint) the anticipated Council changes to the General Plan Update, which are expected to be within the range of policy options and impacts studied in the EIR.  The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines provide that an addendum need not be circulated for review but is attached to the FEIR.  The Council considers the certified FEIR together with the Addendum in making a decision on the project.  See Attachment 2.
Draft Resolution for Plan Adoption
Based on Council direction of October 27, 2010, staff has prepared a draft Resolution for adoption of the final General Plan Update, which reflects policy and format amendments discussed by Council, as well as the required environmental findings per CEQA.  If the City Council is prepared to act at the conclusion of Council deliberations, then the Resolution, with final Council refinements to the Plan integrated into it, should be adopted.  Under Charter Section 1507, the adoption of this Resolution requires five affirmative Council votes. 
ATTACHMENTS:
1.  High Density Map
2.  Final EIR Draft Addendum

PREPARED BY:
John Ledbetter, Principal Planner
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Assistant City Administrator/Community Development Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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