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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

December 7, 2010
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:


Water Resources Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:

Approval Of Revised Resolution And Administrative Guidelines For Sewer Lateral Inspection Program
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council: 
A. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Establishing an Assistance Program for Sewer Lateral Repair, Approving Revisions to the “Private Sewer Lateral Inspection Program Administrative Guidelines” to Waive City Permit Fees for City-Mandated Repair of Residential Private Property Sewer Laterals, and Rescinding Resolution No. 06-095; and 

B. Appropriate $150,000 from Wastewater Fund reserves to the 2011 Wastewater operating budget to pay for anticipated fee waivers.
DISCUSSION:
On September 21, 2010, Council was presented with two alternatives regarding the incentive component of the Sewer Lateral Inspection Program (SLIP).  Council approved the alternative which eliminates all cash incentives but provides for the waiving of City permit fees in instances where City staff has required that a residential lateral be repaired or replaced. Permit fees will not be waived, however, when the lateral inspection and repair is required as a condition of building permit issuance. 
In order to implement the revisions to the SLIP program, staff recommends that Council adopt a new Resolution approving revisions to the Private Sewer Lateral Inspection Program Administrative Guidelines, and rescind Resolution No. 06-095 that initially established the incentive program. The revised Administrative Guidelines provide the framework for implementing the revised SLIP program.  The Resolution will also authorize the Public Works Director to modify the Administrative Guidelines, when consistent with Santa Barbara Municipal Code Chapter 14.46, to allow that necessary modifications be made and incorporated in a timely manner.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
Staff has estimated that, annually, 75 residential property owners will be required to repair sewer laterals and thus be eligible for fee waivers.  Based on this estimate, staff anticipates approximately $150,000 in waived fees that would be offset through a transfer of funds from the Wastewater Fund to the General Fund.  Staff is recommending appropriation of this money into the current wastewater operating budget at this time.  Additional appropriations will be needed at mid-year to pay for costs incurred under the old incentive program. 
ATTACHMENT:
Revised Sewer Lateral Inspection Administrative Guidelines December 7, 2010
PREPARED BY:
Chris Toth, Wastewater System Manager/mh
SUBMITTED BY:
Christine F. Andersen, Public Works Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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