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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
July 20, 2010
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:
Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Plan Santa Barbara General Plan Update
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council hold a work session on the Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Plan Santa Barbara General Plan Update, including presentations by staff of the City Attorney’s Office and Planning Division.
DISCUSSION:
The current step in the Plan Santa Barbara process is Council direction to staff for preparing the final General Plan Update and EIR documents for subsequent City approval actions. On June 23, 2010, Council requested additional work sessions to review component draft documents and ensure Council understanding prior to giving direction. This is the second of four July work sessions.
The Draft Program EIR for the Plan Santa Barbara General Plan Update evaluates environmental effects of projected citywide growth to the year 2030 under the proposed General Plan policy amendments. Mitigation measures are identified to reduce significant impacts. Comparative impact analysis is provided for alternative growth scenarios and policy sets, including the “No Project” Alternative (retain existing policies); the Lower Growth Alternative, and the Additional Housing Alternative. The Draft EIR identifies significant impacts associated with traffic and climate change even with identified mitigation, and identifies potentially significant impacts that could be mitigated in the areas of air quality; biological resources; geological conditions; hazardous materials; heritage resources; hydrology/flooding; and solid waste management.
Staff presentations at the Council EIR work session will cover (1) the environmental review requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); (2) the roles of the Planning Commission and Council in the environmental review process and the required findings for the EIR; (3) a review of the climate change discussion and analysis in the EIR; (4) the EIR process and schedule; and (5) a summary of the EIR impact analysis. Public comment on this agenda item will be received at the end of the Council work session.
Attachments to this report provide summary information, including (1) Background on Program EIR for General Plan Update; (2) Summary of Environmental Impacts; and (3) Summary of Alternatives Analysis (Key Issues).
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:
The Program EIR for the General Plan Update contains analysis pertaining to environmental sustainability issues including energy consumption, waste management, water supply, open space, creeks, biological habitats, pollution, and hazards. 

ATTACHMENT(S):
1.
Background on Program EIR for General Plan Update

2.
Summary of Environmental Impacts from DEIR

3.
Summary of Alternatives Analysis (Key Issues)
PREPARED BY:
Barbara R. Shelton, Project Planner/ Environmental Analyst
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Assistant City Administrator, Community Development
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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