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January 25, 2011
Chief Adam Cuevas

California Highway Patrol

Coastal Division

4115 Broad Street, Suite B-10

San Luis Obispo, CA  93401

Dear Chief Cuevas:

The purpose of this letter is to request that the CHP take administrative action to restrict the transportation of hazardous materials along those portions of Highway 154, in Santa Barbara County, that are located within the watershed of Lake Cachuma, which is a drinking water reservoir that meets the requirements specified in California Vehicle Code Section 31304(a)(1)(B).

After taking public testimony, on October 21, 2010, the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) voted unanimously to pursue expanding the current ban on hauling hazardous waste to include all hazardous materials transported on the highway.

On January 25, 2011, the Santa Barbara City Council voted to support this action. We respectfully request that all hazardous materials transportation be restricted on SR-154, between Route 246 to US-101, in order to eliminate hazardous materials transportation through the watershed of Lake Cachuma, the City’s primary water supply.  The restriction should include exemptions for necessary access to local pickup and delivery points.  In addition, an exemption for emergency circumstances, with the concurrence of a member of the agency having traffic law enforcement authority, should also be included.
We believe that this action is necessary to protect the public’s health and safety, and meets all of the legal requirements to restrict Hazardous Materials transportation as provided in Vehicle Code Section 31304.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Helene Schneider

Mayor

Please consider the environment before printing this letter.

