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AGENDA DATE: May 3, 2011 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Transportation Division, Public Works Department 
 
SUBJECT: Street Parking Determination For Brinkerhoff Avenue  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That Council provide direction regarding the request of Brinkerhoff Avenue (Brinkerhoff) 
residents to maintain the one-way street with angled parking. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Brinkerhoff was temporarily reconfigured for one-way traffic and angled parking to 
mitigate parking loss and cut-through traffic during the construction of the Haley/De La 
Vina Street Bridge.  The reconfiguration increased the net parking to 41 spaces from the 
existing 35 spaces.  In addition, it allowed for the closure of Haley Street at Chapala 
Street, moving all westbound traffic to Cota Street.  After a year and a half in this 
configuration, some residents of Brinkerhoff requested that the temporary one-way 
traffic direction and parking configurations be made permanent.  
 
The Transportation Division requested that the residents circulate a petition 
(Attachment) to gauge support for the change.  Of the residents that signed the petition, 
the strong majority are requesting that the City make the temporary circulation and 
parking configuration permanent.  Some of the residents would prefer one-way 
circulation with normal parallel parking, and one would prefer the street to return to its 
prior configuration.   
 
City staff supports returning to the prior configuration or making the temporary street 
configuration permanent.  Angled parking works on the east side of Brinkerhoff because 
there are no driveways and the street has low traffic volume, which allows for angled 
parking without causing traffic congestion.  
 
If Council determines that Brinkerhoff should be one-way with angled parking, the ends 
of the street should be reconfigured to prevent wrong-way turns from Haley Street and 
provide for protection of vehicles in the parking lane.  To accomplish this design feature, 
staff will place temporary planter boxes at each end of the street immediately.  This 
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temporary feature is appropriate for traffic control and could remain in place for an 
indefinite period of time. 
 
The permanent configuration would require both ends of Brinkerhoff to be reconstructed 
to narrow the roadway width to 22 feet to provide adequate width for truck traffic and 
emergency vehicles.  The narrowing of the termini would also provide the necessary 
visual cue to drivers on Haley Street to assist them in recognizing Brinkerhoff as a one-
way street, and provide a better location for one-way signage.   
 
Additionally, staff will return to Council at a later date with a Consent item to add 
Brinkerhoff to the schedule of one-way streets listed in Section 10.60.030 of the Santa 
Barbara Municipal Code. 
 
On March 10, 2011, the resident’s request went before the Transportation and 
Circulation Committee (TCC).  The TCC unanimously supported angle parking and a 
one-way road configuration. 
 
On March 30, 2011, the resident’s request went before the Historic Landmarks 
Commission (HLC) for conceptual review.  The HLC could support neither the angled 
parking nor the one-way configuration and found that the proposed improvements are 
not consistent with the historic nature of the Landmark District.  The HLC has tabled the 
item until Council has had the opportunity to review the proposal and give direction to 
City Staff.   
 
Given the conflicting positions of the two Advisory Commissions, staff is requesting 
guidance from Council.  Based on the position demonstrated by the HLC at their March 
30, 2011, meeting, they are opposed to the present reconfiguration design; however, 
the residents on Brinkerhoff are requesting that Council support their request and 
provide the necessary direction to staff and the HLC to finalize the design. 
 
Staff understands that the new roadway configuration would require environmental 
review prior to the item returning to Council for action.  The likely environmental 
document is an exemption supported by a Historic Structures Report.  However, the 
findings of the Historic Structures Report would determine whether the project would be 
exempt or whether further environmental review would be required. 
 
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 
 
Currently, the project is not part of the Streets Transportation Capital Improvement 
Program and is not funded.  The project would be added to the future Capital 
Improvement Program and prioritized with other City capital needs. 
 
The permanent configuration of Brinkerhoff Avenue as a one-way street may not be 
completed for a couple years or more due to funding constraints.  The estimated cost of 
the environmental review is $7,000, and necessary approvals, design, and construction 
costs range between $50,000 and $100,000 if the HLC accepts the proposed design.  If 
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the HLC does not accept the proposed design, an additional $10,000, may be required 
to redesign the project.   
 
ATTACHMENT: Brinkerhoff Petition  
 
PREPARED BY: Browning Allen, Transportation Manager/JWG/kts 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Christine F. Andersen, Public Works Director 
 
APPROVED BY: City Administrator’s Office 
 
 
 



Brinkerhoff Street Striping and Parking Plan
January, 2011

Attachment

We, the undersigned property and business owners on Brinkerhoff, Cota, and F-Iaiey Streets, do hereby submit this
petition in consideratbn of the future striping and parking plan for Biinkerhoff Street.
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January, 2011

We. the undrigned propetty and business owners on 8rinkerhoft Corn, and Haley Streets, do hereby ubrnit his
bi ccrsderar of te tutu-a stpr ad pari— Ir or Brn<atot’ Street.
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Brinkerhoff Street Striping and Parking Plan
January, 2011

We, the undersigned property and business owners on Brinkerhoff, Cota, and Haley Streets, do hereby submit this
petition in consideration of the future striping and parking plan for Brinkerhoft Street.
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