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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
May 17, 2011
TO:
Ordinance Committee
FROM:
Building and Safety Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Reach Codes – Energy Efficiency Standards
RECOMMENDATION:
That the Ordinance Committee review possible incentive options for a voluntary Reach Code Ordinance Amendment establishing local energy efficiency standards for new construction and most additions and provide direction to Staff. 

DISCUSSION:
On January 25, 2011, Council considered an Energy Efficiency Standards Ordinance that would require new buildings and most additions to be 10 to 15 percent more energy efficient then the current 2010 California Energy Code.  After deliberation, there was not sufficient Council support to adopt the proposal as recommended.  Council instead voted that staff return to the City’s Ordinance Committee with potential incentives for a voluntary Energy Ordinance.

On April 12, 2011, staff participated in a Green Building Incentives Public Forum sponsored by the Santa Barbara Contractors Association - Built Green Volunteer Program to discuss possible incentives that surrounding cities, including the City of Santa Barbara may implement.  Although the forum was specifically for the “Built Green Volunteer Program”, it did foster public discussion on possible incentives. Ultimately, the discussion did not yield significant incentives that could be offered to the public.  Rather than incentives, the public felt that it was more important to discuss the need to remove barriers with processing of development projects with Green Building elements or energy efficiency structures.   
Staff recommends that the Energy Efficiency Standards Ordinance not be adopted as a voluntary program.   First, staff feels the Energy Ordinance requirements are relatively attainable, so providing for expedited plan check would not be very meaningful as most projects would be able to meet the requirements for qualifying for that incentive.  

Also, for the past several years the City has supported the Santa Barbara Built Green Program, which is a voluntary program that promotes green building and energy efficiency projects.  Projects meeting a Two Star rating or higher are placed at the top of the plan check review list as an incentive.  Staff feels this more comprehensive and voluntary program is a better standard tool to keep applying to encourage green building techniques.

For non-City incentives, it is important to note that any project that is 15 percent more energy efficient then the current 2010 California Energy Code may qualify for rebates as offered by the California Edison Company and the California Gas Company.  
Staff feels that the two options available to the Ordinance Committee and ultimately the City Council are either to adopt the Energy Ordinance as a requirement for new construction and most additions as originally proposed, or maintain the current voluntary Built Green Santa Barbara voluntary program and not adopt an additional voluntary Energy Ordinance.

ATTACHMENT:
Draft Energy Efficiency Standards Ordinance from January 25, 2011
PREPARED BY:
George A. Estrella, Chief Building Official
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Assistant City Administrator
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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