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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
September 10, 2013
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Building Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:

Certification of Administrative Citation Program Unpaid Fines List
RECOMMENDATION:
 

That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Certifying the Amounts of Administrative Citations Greater than 60 Days Past Due for the Purpose of Either Referral to a Collection Agency or Filing a Lien Against the Property.
DISCUSSION:
 

Background

On July 13, 1999, City Council adopted the Administrative Citation Ordinance (Ordinance No. 5113 establishing Chapter 1.25 of the Municipal Code), which is used to impose and collect civil administrative fines for Municipal Code violations.  On April 1, 2003, City Council adopted Ordinance No. 5272 amending Chapter 1.25 of the Municipal Code.  This amendment was adopted to give guidance and Administrative Procedures for the imposition and collection of Administrative Fines levied on violations of the Municipal Code.
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the following:

1. An update on the activity level of the Administrative Citation Program from September 1, 2009 to September 1, 2013.

2. A recommended Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara certifying the amounts of administrative citations greater than 60 days past due for the purpose of either referral to a collection agency or filing a lien against the property.

Administrative Citation Update

The Administrative Citation Program has continued to be an effective tool for Code Enforcement Staff in gaining compliance with City regulations relating to unpermitted construction, substandard housing, illegal dwelling units, outdoor dining violations, signage 
violations, outdoor merchandising, illegal wastewater disposal, garbage service violations, and stormwater and illegal discharges or other municipal code violations. 
The following is a summary of Code Enforcement activity for the Building & Safety Division for the period of September 1, 2009 to September 1, 2013:

Complaints Received

        1,653

Notice of Violation Issued


524

Notice & Order Issued


  82

Admin Citation 30-Day Warning Letter
723

Admin Citation 1st Offense


117




Admin Citation 2nd Offense


  55

Admin Citation 3rd or more Offense
  41

Referred to City Attorney’s Office

  59

Case Abated




920

No Violation




330

Unpaid Administrative Fines

The current list of unpaid citations includes 33 properties.  Building and Safety has recently mailed a letter to the property owners notifying them of the amount due in the hopes they will pay their citation(s). The total amount of the 33 unpaid citations is $163,850.

In the past, unpaid citations were imposed as a special assessment by the County Assessor’s office against the property, enabling the City to immediately receive the funds from the County, while the County was paid when the property taxes were paid.  However, as of June 2006, the County made the decision to not participate in this type of program.  The current system will allow the unpaid citations in the amount of $3,000 or more to be referred to the City’s Attorney Office to place a lien against the property for collection when the property is sold or refinanced.  Unpaid citations of less than $3,000 will be sent to a collection agency.

Although the fines may be paid, it still does not excuse the responsible party from correcting the code violations.  Of the 33 cases with fines that are at least 60 days delinquent, 21 have been closed or abated.

Next Steps

The property owners have received notice in accordance with Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 1.25.060 and have been provided the full opportunity to pay their citations.  The list of properties with delinquent citations is an Exhibit to the attached Resolution, and was prepared on August 14, 2013.  Staff expects that some of the property owners on the list will pay their fines before the September 10, 2013 Council meeting.  The final list of delinquent property owners will be prepared on September 12, 2013, and submitted to the City Clerk’s Office prior to that office confirming the Resolution.
Once the City Council adopts the Resolution, and it is conformed by the City Clerk’s Office, the City Attorney’s Office will file a lien on each property with outstanding fines of $3,000 or more and send all property owners owing less than $3,000 to a collection agency.

ATTACHMENT:
List of Property Owners who have Outstanding Fines Delinquent 60 days or More
	


PREPARED BY:
Lauren Anderson, Code Enforcement Coordinator
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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