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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
February 2, 2010
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Transportation Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:
Support Of The Highway 101 High Occupancy Vehicle Widening Project
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Supporting the Highway 101 High Occupancy Vehicle Widening Project as Santa Barbara County’s Highest Regional Transportation Priority for Federal Funding.
DISCUSSION:
On January 21, 2010, the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) Board of Directors voted unanimously to request that all local agencies support the Highway 101 High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Widening Project as Santa Barbara County’s (County) highest regional transportation priority for federal funding.
The Highway 101 HOV Widening Project was presented to the public as the region’s highest priority in the Measure A Investment Plan which was approved by nearly 80% of County voters in November 2008.  Development of the Measure A Strategic Plan, which outlines how the projects in Measure A will be completed over the next 30 years, has underscored the critical need to obtain new sources of federal and State funding to construct the Highway 101 HOV Widening Project.
SBCAG has hired a federal lobbyist to assist the agency in obtaining federal funding.  This lobbyist has developed a legislative strategy to guide SBCAG’s federal advocacy efforts.  The single most important aspect of the proposed legislative strategy from a regional perspective is the need for all the local agencies in Santa Barbara County to have a united position regarding the Highway 101 HOV Widening Project as the region’s highest transportation priority.  Members of Congress receive numerous worthy project requests from their constituents, including the City of Santa Barbara.  As they weigh these many requests for support, one of the major factors they consider is the

extent and degree of support for the project from other entities in the local region and          the State.  Identifying the Highway 101 HOV Widening Project as the highest regional priority does not preclude local agencies from seeking earmark funding for local priorities.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Funding from federal and state sources will be necessary to implement local and regional transportation project priorities.  The proposed resolution is part of an aggressive legislative strategy to achieve the funding for those needs.
ATTACHMENT:
Letter from SBCAG, dated January 25, 2010
PREPARED BY:
Browning Allen, Transportation Manager/RD/kts
SUBMITTED BY:
Christine F. Andersen, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator’s Office
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