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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
June 15, 2010
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:
Introduction Of Medical Marijuana Storefront Collective Dispensary Ordinance
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council introduce and subsequently adopt, by reading of title only, An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Amending the Municipal Code by Revising Chapter 28.80 and Establishing Revised Regulations and Procedures for Medical Marijuana Storefront Collective Dispensaries.

DISCUSSION:
Ordinance Committee Recommendations
On April 27, 2010, after four meetings, the Ordinance Committee made final recommendations on revisions to the Medical Cannabis Dispensary Ordinance to the City Council.  Those recommendations are described in the May 18, 2010 Council Agenda Report (Attachment 1).  
Planning Commission Recommendations
On May 13, 2010, the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed revisions, and made the following recommendations to the City Council:

1. Ban storefront collectives.  If the Council is not inclined to ban them, then:
2. Be more restrictive at first, and loosen up restrictions later, if appropriate.
3. Limit the total number of storefront collectives to 2-3.

4. Restrict collective membership to Santa Barbara County residents only.

5. Require a 24-hour waiting period to join a storefront collective.

6. Prohibit edible forms of medical marijuana.
7. Process of initial approval by the Staff Hearing Officer, whose decision is appealable to the Planning Commission, whose decision is appealable to the City Council.

8. Adopt a policy that anticipates the potential legalization of recreational marijuana in November 2010.
Council Action
On May 18, 2010, the City Council held a public hearing on the proposed ordinance, and voted 5-2 to move forward with the introduction of the proposed ordinance with the following changes and additions:
1. Prohibit storefront collectives from the Downtown East and Downtown West areas.
2. Change the allowable block faces to be consistent with a 600-foot radius around schools.
3. Limit collective membership to Santa Barbara County residents .

4. Approval process will be a Staff Hearing Officer decision that is appealable to the Planning Commission, then appealable to Council.
5. Hours of operation: 8:00am-6:00pm M-Sat, closed on Sunday.

Revised Ordinance and Maps
The draft ordinance has been revised to include the Council’s changes, and the maps have been redrawn to show a 600-foot radius around schools.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

The City will charge an hourly rate for the processing of Medical Marijuana Dispensary Permits, so that the full cost of processing the permits and for each annual review will be covered.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Council Agenda Report, May 18, 2010

2. Outer State Street Area map

3. Upper De la Vina Area map

4. Mission Area map

5. Milpas Area map

6. West Pueblo Medical Area map

PREPARED BY:
Danny Kato, Senior Planner
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Assistant City Administrator
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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