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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 
 COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 
 
 

AGENDA DATE: May 22, 2012 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Airport Department 
 
SUBJECT: Approval Of Airport Sewer System Management Plan 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That Council approve the Airport Sewer System Management Plan and authorize the 
Airport Operations Manager, as the City’s authorized representative, to file a Notice of 
Completion with the State Water Resources Control Board. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
On May 2, 2006, the State Water Resources Control Board adopted Statewide General 
Waste Discharge Requirements for publicly owned sanitary sewer systems.  The 
General Waste Discharge Requirements require development and implementation of a 
system-specific local management plan that documents a comprehensive program for 
sewer system operation, maintenance and repair (Attachment).  Among other things, 
the Airport Sewer System Management Plan must include a spill response plan that 
establishes standard procedures for immediate response to a sanitary sewer overflow in 
order to minimize water quality impacts and potential nuisance conditions. 
 
The purpose of the Airport Sewer System Management Plan is to establish a consistent 
and effective strategy and action plan to prevent and respond to sewer overflows. 
 
The Airport Sewer System Management Plan was originally completed and 
implemented in November 2006 in response to a Waste Discharge Order by the Central 
Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board.  The State Water Resources Control 
Board subsequently adopted Statewide General Waste Discharge Requirements that 
closely mirrored the regional order.  The Airport revised its plan by October 2009, ahead 
of the established deadline.  On April 10, 2012, however, the Airport received notice 
from the State Water Resources Control Board that the Airport had failed to certify 
completion of the Airport Sewer System Management Plan as required within the 
timeframes established by the General Waste Discharge Requirements. This Council 
action will allow the Airport to certify completion of the plan as required. 
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BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 
 
Funding for the projects and programs documented in the Airport Sewer System 
Management Plan is regularly included in the Airport capital and operating budgets. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:   
 
The proactive maintenance and repair of the Airport collection system prevents spills 
from the wastewater collection system, thereby reducing opportunities for contamination 
of the Goleta Slough and the ocean. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: Airport Sewer System Management Plan, dated April 2012. 
 
PREPARED BY: Jeffrey S. McKee, Maintenance Superintendent 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Karen Ramsdell, Airport Director 
 
APPROVED BY:  City Administrator's Office 
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