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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
July 17, 2012
TO:
Ordinance Committee
FROM:
Office of Emergency Services, Fire Department
SUBJECT:
Proposed Amendments To Municipal Code Chapter 9.116, Civil Defense And Disaster
RECOMMENDATION:  
That the Ordinance Committee consider a report from staff outlining proposed revisions to Chapter 9.116 of the Municipal Code to strengthen the City’s ability to mitigate, prepare, respond, and recover from emergencies as well as providing for compliance with current state law and federal mandates.
BACKGROUND
Chapter 9.116 of the Municipal Code, Civil Defense and Disaster, was last revised in 1999 and changes are needed to stay compliant with current state law. Also, the current terminology used in Chapter 9.116 is not standardized with the current State of California Emergency Plan. 
DISCUSSION:
Staff is currently in the process of revising the City’s Emergency Management Plan (formally Emergency Operations Plan).  As a part of this effort, Council approved the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan in January 2012.  Both of these plans are authorized through Chapter 9.116. Despite many changes in Emergency Management over the years, Chapter 9.116, Civil Defense and Disaster, has not been updated since 1999. Chapter 9.116 needs to reference current state law and federal mandates.  In addition, the state Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS), described in Government Code Section 8607(a), has also added requirements for managing emergencies involving local jurisdictions. 

With these requirements, staff recommends the following summary of changes to Chapter 9.116. 
· Chapter Title - “Civil Defense and Disaster” - This title is an outdated term no longer used by any state or federal emergency response agency. Therefore it is recommended to change the title of Chapter 9.116 to “Emergency Services” 
· 9.116.010 Purpose - Language within this section changed to be compliant with the State of California Emergency Plan, City’s Emergency Management Plan (formally Emergency Operations Plan) and Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
· 9.116.020 Definitions – Expanded to include new language within the Chapter and to track the definitions used by state agencies
· 9.116.050 Director of Emergency Services Power and Duties – Major change in verbiage to stay compliant with Standardized Emergency Management Systems (SEMS) GC 8607(a)
· 9.116.080 Services and Staff of the Emergency Services Organization – Added Local Hazard Mitigation Plan as part of the approval process for City Council to be compliant with the Federal Government’s Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA2K)
· 9.116.090 Line of Succession for Mayor During Emergency – Added to Chapter 9.116 to be compliant with the State Emergency Plan and City’s Emergency Management Plan (formally Emergency Operations Plan)
· 9.116.100 Emergency Operations Center – Added to Chapter 9.116 to be compliant with the City’s Emergency Management Plan (formally Emergency Operations Plan) and the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan

· 9.116.100 Severability – Removed because the Municipal Code has a general severability provision in Section 1.01.020 of the Municipal Code.
In addition, all references to the “Uniform Fire Code” in the Santa Barbara Municipal Code shall be amended to refer to the “California Fire Code”.

ATTACHMENT:
Draft Municipal Code Chapter 9.116 Showing Changes from Existing Code
PREPARED BY:
Yolanda McGlinchey, Emergency Services Manager
SUBMITTED BY:
Andrew DiMizio, Fire Chief
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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