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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
May 14, 2013
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Engineering Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:
Resolution To Place The Exchange Of A Leased Excess Portion Of MacKenzie Park On The Municipal Election Ballot In November 2013
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council adopt, by reading of title only, a Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Authorizing the Placement of a Measure on the November 2013 General Election Ballot to Obtain Voter Approval to Exchange 14,564 Square Feet of MacKenzie Park Property for 12,511 Square Feet of the Adjacent U.S. Army Reserve Center Property, as Required by City Charter Section 520. 

DISCUSSION:

The proposed resolution by Council acknowledges the various City obligations set forth in two 99-year leases approved by Council in May 1963 between the City, the United States of America (USA), and the U.S. Army (Army), by authorizing a November 2013 ballot measure seeking voter approval for a land exchange with the Army in connection with MacKenzie Park and the Fremont Army Reserve Center. The resolution and proposed ballot measure will declare a portion of MacKenzie Park excess real property, and eligible for exchange for a portion of U.S. Army Reserve Center property. The underlying real property is the now-existing improved frontage of State Street, and also underlying a portion of MacKenzie Park. (See Attachments 1 and 2.) Following voter approval of the proposed ballot measure, a City ordinance will be prepared and submitted to Council to authorize the exchange of the deeds to convey the identified lands between the City and the USA.
On April 24, 2013, in accordance with Section 809 of the Santa Barbara City Charter, the Parks and Recreation Commission received a report concerning the proposed exchange of the affected lease portion of MacKenzie Park for the affected lease portion of the Army Reserve Center property. Accordingly, the Parks and Recreation Commission has expressed support for Council to authorize the placement of a measure on the November 2013 City General Election ballot.
BACKGROUND:

In 1956, the City acquired the land now known as MacKenzie Park from the USA. At about the same time, the Army began the development of the adjacent Fremont Army Reserve Center. Subsequently, in the period between 1961 - 1964, the City, the USA, and the Army negotiated two 99-year lease agreements. This allowed the City to widen State Street (14 feet wider) along the frontage of the Army Reserve Center, and allowed the City,  and the Army to revise the property lines between MacKenzie Park and the Army Reserve Center property, in order to accommodate the optimum development of the Army Reserve Center and MacKenzie Park. The City  and the Army considered the nearly similar size lease areas to have equal value and, as a result no consideration was involved. As a condition of the two 99-year lease agreements approved by Council (See Attachment 3), the City and the Army provided for the City to process a ballot measure for the purpose of obtaining voter approval for the City’s exchange of the Park land. Following voter approval, it was planned that the City and the Army would exchange deeds transferring the fee ownership of the respective lease areas. However, for unknown reasons, the City ballot measure was never put on any municipal ballot to approve the exchange.
If the voters do not approve the ballot measure, the leases provide that the properties revert to the prior boundaries at the conclusion of the approved 99-year leases. The current land uses will continue with the same Park and (State) street uses in effect until the conclusion of the term of the leases in 2060. 
FUTURE ACTIONS:

Subject to voter approval of the proposed exchange of the affected portion of MacKenzie Park, the necessary documents will be prepared to accomplish the proposed bi-lateral fee title exchange of land with the USA. These documents may include, among  others, deeds, ordinances, resolutions, certificates, and any others deemed necessary by the City Attorney. All such documents will be submitted and recommended to Council at the appropriate time.
The attached Vicinity Map (Attachment 1) depicts the location of a City building a small portion of which is possibly located on and over the proposed new boundary, and there is possibly also a City water line and a sewer line located within the areas described. A survey is planned to answer these questions. Subject to voter approval of the proposed land exchange, any issues that have not yet been investigated and must be addressed will be provided for in the final documents which will be submitted to Council with recommendations for actions to implement the land exchange. The follow-up documentation may include the City’s reservation of easements for City waterlines and sewer lines, and a license necessary to address the possible building encroachment, if it is required.
At the time Council adopts a resolution to accept the affected portion of the U.S. Army Reserve Property, it may also be recommended that Council dedicate a public street easement for the existing frontage portion of State Street, and also dedicate the new portion of MacKenzie Park located on the portions of U.S. Army Reserve Center property. Such dedications will be included in the resolution adopted to accept the land to be conveyed by the USA to the City.
ATTACHMENT(S):
1)
Vicinity Map – MacKenzie Park


2)
Assessors Map

3)
Council Agenda Report dated May 27, 1963
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