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AGENDA DATE: October 29, 2013 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Planning Division, Community Development Department 
 
SUBJECT: Request For Designation Of 1130 State Street (Santa Barbara 

Museum Of Art) As A Community Benefit Project  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council find the proposed expansion of the Santa Barbara Museum of Art a 
Community Benefit Project pursuant to Santa Barbara Municipal Code (SBMC) 
§28.85.020.A. and allocate 8,990 square feet of non-residential floor area to the project 
from the Community Benefit category. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
As part of the implementation of the General Plan Update, on March 12, 2013 the City 
Council adopted a new Nonresidential Growth Management Program (GMP) ordinance 
(SBMC Chapter 28.85).  The GMP limits total new non-residential growth to 1.35 million 
square feet over 20 years, of which 600,000 square feet is reserved for Community 
Benefit Projects.  Three categories are included within the Community Benefit Project 
designation:  Community Priority Projects; Economic Development Projects; and 
Development Plan-New Automobile Sales Projects.  The Santa Barbara Museum of Art 
is requesting a determination for non-residential square footage as a Community Priority 
Project (Attachment 1).  
 
Proposed Project 
The Santa Barbara Museum of Art is a non-profit organization with a long-term lease 
from the County of Santa Barbara to provide a public art museum for Santa Barbara 
County residents and visitors.  The County Board of Supervisors approved initiation of 
the proposed project on June 4, 2013 (Attachment 2).  The Museum of Art proposes to: 
(1) comprehensively upgrade electrical, mechanical, safety and climate control systems; 
(2) retrofit unreinforced masonry walls for seismic safety; (3) provide new roofing and 
waterproofing; and (4) both reconfigure existing space and add 8,990 square feet to 
improve circulation and increase exhibit area and office/exhibit 
production/storage/handling space.  The addition of 8,990 square feet of floor area to 
the existing 60,000 square-foot museum includes 4,700 square feet of exhibit space, 
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2,200 square feet of administrative office/collection stewardship/exhibit production 
space, 1,420 square feet for a public roof-top pavilion and terrace, and 670 square feet 
for a state-of-the-art art receiving elevator.  The art receiving elevator is the only 
addition that expands the building footprint of the museum; the remaining additional 
square footage would be either internal to, or above, the existing building envelope.  
The public roof-top pavilion would increase the height of that portion of the existing 
building to just under 60 feet.  
 
Museum Development History 
The Museum of Art was first granted a lease in 1940 by the County of Santa Barbara to 
occupy the former United States Post Office Building located on the corner of State 
Street and Anapamu Street.  The Museum has remained in this location ever since, 
growing over time.  Six major expansions to the building have occurred between 1942 
and 1996.  Attachment 3 provides a diagram listing the date of each expansion, and 
gross and net square footage.  The addition of the Peck Wing in 1996 also incorporated 
several adjoining parcels, which provided the Museum about 10,000 square feet of 
combined Minor and Small additions under the previous Development Plan Ordinance. 
With that 1996 expansion, the Museum exhausted the nonresidential floor area 
allocated to the site through Minor and Small Additions.  Any further expansion of the 
building would need to occur either through a Transfer of Existing Development Rights 
or as a Community Benefit Project.   
 
Community Priority Designation 
A Community Priority Project is defined as one that has “a broad public benefit, is not 
principally operated for private profit, and is necessary to meet a present or projected 
need directly related to public health, safety or general welfare.”  Museums are an 
example of a Community Priority Project listed in the Nonresidential Growth 
Management Ordinance (SBMC §28.85.020.A.). 
 
The Santa Barbara Museum of Art, a non-profit institution, receives about 150,000 
visitors a year.  Zip code surveys indicate that it serves as a public art and educational 
resource for not just Santa Barbara County, but for the tri-county area and beyond, 
including international visitors.  The most recent survey conducted by the Museum 
indicates a geographic breakdown of visitors as follows: 

Santa Barbara County 33% 
Ventura County 10% 
Northern California 15% 
Los Angeles County 17% 
San Diego   5% 
Out of state/USA 20% 

While its art collection is highly diverse, spanning 5,000 years of human creativity, only 
a fraction of the Museum’s permanent collection can be displayed at a time.  Equally 
important is the ability of the Santa Barbara Museum of Art to attract significant traveling 
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exhibitions from renowned collections worldwide.  In order for the Museum to continue 
to provide public art experience and education that is relevant in a changing world, its 
collection must continually grow and its exhibitions remain dynamic.  It must also 
comply with standards established by lending institutions and insurance companies for 
receiving, security and preservation of loaned art work. 
 
The proposed Santa Barbara Museum of Art renovations and expansion comply with 
the criteria for a Community Priority Project because the Museum is a non-profit 
organization devoted to providing life experiences and education involving art to the 
general public.  The requested square footage from the Community Benefit category 
represents 1.5% of the 600,000 square feet available for these types of projects over 
the next 20 years. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 1. Letter from Suzanne Elledge Planning & Permitting Services,    

dated October 7, 2013 
 2. Letter of Authorization to Proceed with Application for Phased 

Plan, SB County Board of Supervisors, dated June 4, 2013 
3. Chart and Diagram of Historic Development of the Santa 

Barbara Museum of Art 
 
PREPARED BY: Peggy Burbank, Project Planner 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Paul Casey, Community Development Director 
 
APPROVED BY:  City Administrator's Office 
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DIAGRAM AND CHART OF HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
SANTA BARBARA MUSEUM OF ART 

 
 

 
 

Source:  Post/Hazeltine, June 2013, Historic Structure/Site Report for the Santa Barbara Museum of Art, 
Appendix A, Figure 19. 
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