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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

September 12, 2006
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Airport Department



SUBJECT:

Professional Services Contract For Safety Area Grading Mitigation 
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council authorize the Airport Director to execute a contract with URS Corporation (URS), in an amount not to exceed $121,539 for services associated with the Safety Area Grading project mitigation maintenance and monitoring, and authorize the Airport Director to approve expenditures up to $12,154 for extra services that may result from necessary changes in the scope of work. 

Discussion:

In September 2000, the Airport completed the Safety Area Grading Project, which involved smoothing and compacting about 125 acres of existing safety areas adjacent to runways and taxiways (safety areas).  Over time, the safety areas became too rough and uneven to comply with current Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) standards.  The project also involved removal of 23 acres of wetland habitat.  To mitigate removal of the wetlands habitat, the Coastal Development Permit (CDP) required a 29-acre wetland restoration effort.  The Airport designed and installed a 30-acre wetland restoration project along the margins of the airfield, adjacent to the Goleta Slough.  The wetland mitigation work was completed at the same time the grading was finished in 2000. 

The CDP requires that the mitigation area wetlands be maintained in a healthy condition for seven years after planting.  Phase I Maintenance and Monitoring tasks included site maintenance, post-restoration monitoring, and replacement planting and seeding as needed for 2 years. The Phase II Year 4 contract with URS expired on July 31, 2006.  This proposed contract includes the Phase II Year 5 Maintenance and Monitoring tasks  
The mitigation area met its performance criteria for native plant cover during the 2005-2006 reporting year by a narrow margin.  This contract includes funding for extra native plant seeding and new quarterly reports in an effort to ensure that permit criteria are met in the final year of the 5-year Phase II mitigation monitoring program.  The contract begins September 2006, (the beginning of the fifth year of the five-year required maintenance and monitoring for this project), and ends on July 31, 2007.  The contract includes all photo-documentation, maintenance, report preparation, and distribution to the relevant regulatory agencies.
PREPARED BY:
Andrew Bermond, Assistant Planner

SUBMITTED BY:
Karen Ramsdell, Airport Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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