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Public Works Department
Memorandum


DATE:
October 19, 2006
TO:
Mayor and Council
FROM:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director
SUBJECT:
Information to Assist the Council in Taking a Position on 
Measure D 2006

In response to Council members Falcone and Horton’s request that the City Council take a position on Measure D 2006, the following background information on the current Measure D is provided:

BACKGROUND:  
Measure D, the one-half percent sales tax approved in 1989 by the county-wide voters to fund transportation improvements, expires on March 31, 2010.  
Measure D 2006 is proposed on the November 2006 ballot to extend the life of Measure D funding for an additional 30 years and increases the current sale tax by one-quarter percent to three-quarters percent to fund a traffic congestion relief and safety improvement expenditure plan  for local and regional projects.

This memo identifies the funds and benefits that the City has derived from Measure D and the potential funding and benefits the City will receive should Measure D 2006 be approved by the required two-thirds majority of the voters in the November 2006 election.

SUMMARY: 

Measure D
Measure D is a one-half percent sales tax passed in 1989 by simple majority of the county-wide voters.  Seventy percent of Measure D funds collected go to local agencies and provide a significant source of funds needed to maintain the basic infrastructure of the City, including maintaining the roadway surfaces, bridges, drainage facilities, and sidewalks.  Measure D has enabled the City to reduce traffic congestion by completing traffic signals, roadway striping plans, and bike lanes, and has increased City bus service through the Metropolitan Transit District (MTD).  
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Measure D will expire on March 31, 2010.  The City of Santa Barbara will have received over $72 million through Measure D as of its sunset.
Measure D City Program of Projects

The City’s share of allocated Measure D funds is approximately $4.83 million in Fiscal Year (FY) 07.  The total cumulative share of Measure D funds to be provided to the City between FY 07 and the 2010 expiration date is estimated to be $20.55 million. 

The City’s Measure D Program of Projects fall into three categories:  Capital Projects, Transit Assistance, and Operations and Maintenance.  

Capital Projects comprises 36%, or approximately $1.76 million, of the total Measure D funding for the City in FY 07 (including Alternative Transportation).  Capital projects include:

· Roadway Pavement Maintenance

· Sidewalk Links and Repair

· Access Ramp Installation

· Pedestrian Signal Upgrades

· School Zone Safety Program
· Streetlight and Traffic System Upgrades

· Drainage System Improvements

Transit Assistance is 28%, or approximately $1.34 million, of the total Measure D funding for the City in FY 07.  Transit Assistance projects funded includes: 
· Easy Lift Transportation

· Cross-town Shuttle

· Downtown/Waterfront Shuttle

Operations & Maintenance is 36%, or approximately $1.75 million, of the total Measure D funding for the City in FY 07. The City’s Measure D Capital Projects include:

· Roadway Repair

· Sidewalk Repair 

· Drainage Repair

· Commercial Street Sweeping Program
· Street Tree Maintenance
· Engineering Services

2006 Santa Barbara County Grand Jury Report Recommendations

The Santa Barbara County 2005-2006 Grand Jury prepared a comprehensive report entitled “Measure D - Progress as Promised Report”, based upon input from all County 
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agencies receiving Measure D funds. The Grand Jury studied the results of Measure D and concluded that the accomplishments under Measure D justify the continuation of a transportation sales tax.  All construction projects in the original Measure D Expenditure Plan have been completed on or ahead of schedule with the exception of the Highway 101 widening project which was cancelled in 1993 as a result of public opposition.
Measure D 2006
If approved by the voters, Measure D 2006 would extend the existing authorization to March 31, 2040, and increase the tax rate by one-quarter percent beginning April 1, 2010.  The City of Santa Barbara is expected to receive over $159 million over the 30-year life of Measure D 2006.

If approved, the Measure D 2006 ballot initiative will fund a traffic congestion relief and safety improvement expenditure plan. All funds will be spent on local and regional projects, including the following specific projects:
· Widening US 101 south of Milpas 

· Expanding bus service including fare reduction for seniors and disabled persons 

· Maintaining and repairing roads 

· Establishing pilot commuter rail service 

· Implementing a Safe Routes To School program
The Expenditure Plan (Plan) was prepared and approved for Measure D 2006 in April 2006.  The Cities of Carpinteria, Goleta, Buellton, Lompoc, Solvang, Santa Maria, and Guadalupe, and the County of Santa Barbara endorsed the Plan, with the City of Santa Barbara endorsing the Plan on March 28, 2006.  The Plan was developed over 18 months of public outreach, workshops and meetings, and the result of much hard work and compromise by the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), consultants, local agency representatives, and a wide range of stakeholder groups.  The Plan proposes a diverse program of transportation investments to address existing and future transportation needs in Santa Barbara County, while being receptive to regional requirements.

The Plan provides that 50% of the funding generated by Measure D will be allocated to local agencies and for projects selected by the city councils and Board of Supervisors.  The City will continue to receive at least the same amount of local flexible funding as they currently receive under current Measure D funding.  The other 50% of funds will be used for regional projects that will also benefit the citizens of the City in the future.

If you require further information, staff will be available to answer questions.
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