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Making Cities Livable Conference Notes
Of Councilmember Schneider
Portland: June 2007

Helene Schneider, Santa Barbara City Councilmember

Overall Question to Ponder:  Which good infrastructure and policy ideas can we take from the City of Portland, a city/region of 2,000,000 people, and appropriately incorporate into the City of Santa Barbara and the South Coast region, with its population of only 200,000 residents without significantly increasing the regional population base?
Keynote Speaker: Congressman Earl Blumenauer
Five Key Points/Goals for Congress:

1. General conservation

2. Farm Bill changes

3. “Green” the Military (sustainable practices in the armed forces)

4. Green-T (alternative transportation funding)

5. Federal Government adopting best sustainability practices from local municipalities

Plenary Speaker: 
David Bragdon, Metro Council President:  Regional Planning Politics

Metro Council Structure:
· Metropolitan Planning Organization for the entire Portland region
· Elected regional government – Six Councilors (elected by district) and one Council President (at-large). Different from our SBCAG as members are separately elected and not also a member of the County Board of Supervisors or City Councils
· Oversees growth management and planning, transportation, regional parks and solid waste

· Operates the Zoo, Convention Center, Performing Arts Center and Expo Center
2040 Themes:

· Promotes growth in centers, open space outside urban boundaries
· Compact urban centers, built to human scale

· Mixed housing and commerce, served with good transit

· Focus on civic activities

· Stop subsidizing growth in outside areas
· Protect industry

· Protect rural areas

· Nature in the city

· Network of parks, trails and open space

· Protection of streams and upland natural areas

· Green streets ( reduce runoff

· Streets for People
· Boulevards for walking, bicycling and transit

· Civic space and a “sense of community”

· Traffic calming, where appropriate

Interesting stats: 

· Over the last 10 years, the average increase of Americans driving in cars is 11% nationwide; compared to the Portland Regional area, where this increase is 4%.

· During the 1990s, the region’s population grew by 26%; land area by 8%.

Plenary Speaker: 
Dan Salzman, Portland City Council: Portland’s Sustainability Highlights
· Recycling Goal = 75% by 2015 - at 63% today

· “Solar Now” project ( resident and business solar program

· Goal = 100% renewable power used at City Government offices (11% electricity generated from renewable power in 2005)

· Goal ( Food scraps mixed with yard debris collected in residential areas by 2009

Workshop Speaker: Mike Houck, Director, Urban Green Spaces
Mission: To ensure that parks, regional trail systems, greenways and greenspaces are integrated with the built environment in the Portland-Vancouver metropolitan region; and to promote urban greenspace efforts nationally and internationally
Interesting website: http://www.urbangreenspaces.org
Workshop Speaker: Erik Stein, Portland City Council: Ending Chronic Homelessness
· Home Again: A 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness in Portland & Multnomah County
· Plan is 2 ½ years old; chronic homeless count at start = 2500 (15% of total)
· $35M spent in Portland thus far on Plan
· 1000 people off the streets in 30 months

· Partnership with hospital ( hospital contracts with non-profits to “buy” beds after hospital discharge (less expensive than returning to ER)

· Sisters of the Road ( non-profit café and author of Voices from the Street: http://www.sistersoftheroadcafe.org/
· Interviewed and chronicled 600 homeless people. 

· Charges $1.25/meal that people can buy with cash, community service at the site or barter. Paying for a meal leads to respect.

· “Answers to the problem come from the people who are afflicted with the problem”.
· 40% of the Board of Directors are/have been homeless.
· JOIN: Connecting the Street to a Home ( non-profit housing first organization: http:”//www.joinpdx.com
· Private landlords agree to house chronic homeless person ( City of Portland pays up to 18 months rent to help transition period.  Experiencing 75% success rate of people who do not return to homelessness.

· Outreach services contract with Police Department
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