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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 
 
 
 

AGENDA DATE:  October 9, 2007 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Planning Division, Community Development Department 
  
SUBJECT:  Appeal Of The Historic Landmarks Commission Decision Regarding 

The Residence At 1849 Mission Ridge Road And The City’s List Of 
Potential Historic Resources  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That City Council deny the appeal filed by Trevor Martinson of the Historic Landmarks 
Commission decision regarding property owned by Dr. and Mrs. John Clark, located at 
1849 Mission Ridge Road, and uphold the Historic Landmarks Commission’s decision to 
deny the owner's request to remove the subject property from the City's Potential Historic 
Structures and Sites List. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
In October 2004, the City Council directed Planning Staff to review and update the City of 
Santa Barbara’s Potential Historic Resources List (“Potential List”), in conjunction with the 
adoption of the Demolition Review Ordinance. Over the past two years, Staff has 
completed an extensive administrative review of the approximate 100 properties that either 
had been placed on the list over the years without benefit of a Historic Resource Survey 
record or where a property owner had inquired regarding possible removal of their 
structure from the City’s Potential List.  Staff presented its findings and recommendations 
for revisions to the Potential List to the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) in February 
2007, which included the removal of several structures from the list, but did not 
recommend the removal of the appellant’s structure.  The appellant, Trevor Martinson, 
agent for the property owner, disagrees with the continued inclusion of the property on the 
Potential List and has filed an appeal to have the residence at 1849 Mission Ridge Road 
removed from the Potential List (see Attachment 1). 
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The appellant believes the structure’s historic integrity has been altered due to “extensive 
changes” to the exterior of the residence and that “the building fails to meet the federal 
standards for such a designation.”  Appropriate consideration has been given to the 
appellant’s concerns by Staff and the HLC.  It is Staff and the HLC’s position that the 
house at 1849 Mission Ridge is an exceptional example of the Spanish Colonial Revival 
style of architecture designed by a significant local architect, is City Landmark eligible, and 
therefore should remain on the City’s Potential List. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Background 
 
In October 2004, City Council adopted the Demolition Review Ordinance and also 
included an ordinance provision that directed that an administrative review be completed 
of the City’s Potential Historic Resources List (“Potential List”) due to concerns from some 
property owners that their properties had been placed on the list without any field survey 
documentation.  The City’s Potential List was originally adopted by Council Resolution in 
2002 as part of the Master Environmental Assessment (MEA) update. The administrative 
review was mandated to be completed two years from the adoption of the Demolition 
Review Ordinance and presented to the Historic Landmarks Commission 120 days after 
its completion (see Attachment 2).  
 
Since the adoption of the Demolition Review Ordinance, Staff has completed an extensive 
administrative review of approximately 100 properties that had been placed on the list over 
the years by the HLC or Staff without benefit of a Historic Resource Survey record.  In 
addition, Staff responded to several requests from individual property owners regarding 
possible removal of their structures from the City’s Potential List.  Staff determined that 
some properties were indeed not historically significant, and selected those properties for 
removal from the Potential List.  The HLC was presented these proposed revisions to the 
Potential List and for the most part agreed with Staff’s recommendations.  The property 
owners disagree with the HLC’s final decision as to the historic significance of 1849 
Mission Ridge Road, and submitted a letter to the HLC outlining their concerns (see 
Attachment 3).  
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HLC Process and Actions 
 
• On February 7, 2007, the HLC began the public hearing process to update the City of 

Santa Barbara’s Potential Historic Structures/Sites List by reviewing properties and 
survey records which were found to be ineligible to remain on the List.  At the above-
mentioned hearing, the HLC took public testimony and reviewed 40 properties.  The 
HLC identified 32 properties to be removed from the Potential List.  The remaining 
eight properties, along with three properties added by Staff, were referred to a 
subcommittee formed for the purpose of analyzing the 11 properties and making a 
recommendation to the HLC on whether the properties should remain on the list.  The 
appellant’s property was among those to be reviewed by the Subcommittee. 

 
• On March 28, 2007, the HLC Subcommittee held a public meeting, heard from 

potentially affected property owners, and recommended that only one of the 11 
properties be removed from the list.  The Subcommittee concluded that the house at 
1849 Mission Ridge Road has the potential to be historically significant and voted (3-0) 
to recommend to the full Commission that the house remain on the Potential List.  The 
Subcommittee consisted of Bill LaVoie, Architect; Fermina Murray, Historical 
Consultant; and Louise Boucher, public member at-large.  Bill Lavoie acted as Chair of 
the Subcommittee (see Attachment 4). 

 
• On May 2, 2007, the HLC held its final public hearing, and after taking public testimony, 

voted to amend the MEA Potential List.  A specific action was also taken by unanimous 
vote to keep the house at 1849 Mission Ridge Road on the Potential List, finding that 
sufficient historical significance criteria has been met (see Attachment 5). 

 
 
Appeal Issues 
 
The appellant’s appeal request letter lists two main reasons that he believes should allow 
the house at 1849 Mission Ridge Road to be removed from the Potential List: 
 
1. CEQA Guideline Section 15169 does not appear to allow “Historic Structures and 

Sites” to be included in the guideline parameters and they are not “Environmental” in 
the context of Section 15169. 

 
2. Significant financial impacts are cast upon any structure which is designated a “Historic 

Structure of Site” and no compensation is given by the City for this designation. 
 
In addition, in a letter to the City dated January 30, 2007, the property owners argue that 
the house has had a number of alterations to its original appearance, which would prevent 
it from being designated using Federal standards. 
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Staff Responses 
 
1. CEQA Section 15169(a) states that “a public agency may prepare a Master 

Environmental Assessment, inventory, or data base for all, or a portion of, the territory 
subject to its control…”  and Section 15169(b) provides that “a Master Environmental 
Assessment may contain an inventory of physical and biological characteristics of the 
area for which it is prepared and my contain such additional data and information as 
the public agency determines is useful or necessary to describe environmental 
characteristics of the area.”  CEQA Section 15360 defines “Environment” as “the 
physical conditions which exist within the area which will be affected by a proposed 
project including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and objects of 
historical or aesthetic significance.”  This Section further states that “the environment 
contains both natural and man-made conditions.”  It is Staff’s position that these 
sections of CEQA allow for the creation and maintenance of the City of Santa Barbara 
Potential Resources List. 

 
2. There is no documented evidence to support the appellant’s position that placing a 

structure on the City’s Potential List causes financial hardship.  Additionally, Mr. 
Martinson’s appeal letter refers to financial hardship placed on the owners of 
designated historic structures or sites.  Although placing a structure or site on the 
Potential List does not constitute a formal historic designation, it does require future 
exterior alterations to the residence be reviewed by the HLC.  The Potential List is an 
important planning resource inventory of potential historic structures that are eligible for 
possible future designation. 

 
As for the alterations that the appellant refers to in his letter dated January 30, 2007; it is 
Staff’s position that the house at 1849 Mission Ridge is an exceptional example of the 
Spanish Colonial Revival style of architecture, designed by significant local architect, 
George Washington Smith.  The majority of alterations listed in the owners’ letter were 
made to the rear of the structure, out of the view of the general public.  The street 
elevation and visible areas of the side elevations retain a high degree of architectural 
integrity, as evidenced in the two photographs presented below.  The photo on the left was 
taken c.1928, while the photo on the right was taken by staff in 2007. 
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                      c. 1928                                                       2007 
 
 
Staff concurs with the HLC in finding that the structure maintains a high degree of 
architectural integrity, is eligible for City Landmark designation under several significance 
criteria, and therefore merits inclusion on the City’s Potential List. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 1. Appellant’s appeal letter dated May 14, 2007 
   2. MC Section 22.22.030 (B)3 

3. Appellant’s letter dated January 30, 2007 
4. Historic Landmarks Commission Minutes, February 7, 2007 
5. Historic Landmarks Commission Minutes, May 2, 2007 
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