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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


ORDINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
October 19, 2010
TO:
Ordinance Committee Members
FROM:
Fire Prevention Bureau, Fire Department
SUBJECT:
2010 Fire Code Adoption
RECOMMENDATION:  
That the Ordinance Committee review and recommend for approval to the City Council an ordinance repealing Santa Barbara Municipal Code Chapter 8.04 and adopting a new Chapter 8.04, adopting by reference the 2009 Edition of the International Fire Code, including Appendix Chapter 4 and Appendices B, BB, C, CC and H of that code, and the 2010 California Fire Code, with local amendments to both codes. 

DISCUSSION:
In 2007 The State of California and local jurisdictions within the state adopted the International Fire Code, with state and local amendments. The International Fire Code is part of a greater series of model codes that includes the International Building Code, also published by the International Code Council (ICC). Both were adopted by the State under Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, Part 9 and Part 2 respectively. The codes are on a three year revision cycle and the new codes will go into effect statewide on January 1, 2011. The State of California has completed amendments to the codes as of July 1 2010, and, under state law, local jurisdictions (particularly charter cities) have 180 days to further amend them before they become law. In 2007 the City of Santa Barbara amended the codes based on local conditions and adopted the Fire Code as the City of Santa Barbara Fire Code. City Council last approved adoption of the current Code on November 13, 2007, under ordinance No. 5439. Later, Council approved further amendments to the code to adopt residential fire sprinkler provisions under Ordinance 5498.  

Since July 2010, staff has been in the process of reviewing the 2010 California Fire Code and making amendments of our own to adapt the code to local climatic and topographical conditions. Local jurisdictions are allowed to amend California-adopted sections of the code, but are limited to making the amended sections more stringent. For any sections relating to building standards we must make findings for the change. The findings are based on our unique climate, topography or geology and must describe conditions that require additional life safety protection. Sections of the International code that are not adopted by the state may be amended in any manner to meet local needs. 

Our approach to the Fire Code, as always, was to make as few amendments as possible. Some are administrative in nature, such as language added to preserve our existing joint Building Division / Fire Department Board of Appeals. Very few additional adjustments to the code were necessary in this cycle, and our draft adopting ordinance is very similar to the ordinance adopted in 2007. Many of the changes were prompted by changes in the State code, such as the adoption of the California Residential Code, which required us to separate residential and commercial sprinkler requirements formerly adopted under Ordinance No.5498. Residential sprinkler requirements now appear as part of the adopting ordinance for that code. The Residential and Building Codes are companion documents to the Fire Code and both are presented as part of our submittal with Building Division. A summary of local amendments to the California Fire Code appears as an attachment to this document. 

Staff recommends that the Ordinance Committee review the recommended local amendments and forward the attached Ordinance to the City Council for its approval.  If the Ordinance Committee does so, the Ordinance will be presented to the City Council for introduction in November 2010. 

ATTACHMENT(S):
1.
Summary of Local Amendments, 2010 Fire Code

2.
Draft Ordinance

PREPARED BY:
Joseph Poiré, Fire Marshal
SUBMITTED BY:
Andrew DiMizio, Fire Chief
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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