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AGENDA DATE: October 19, 2010 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Planning Division, Community Development Department 
 
SUBJECT: Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital Seismic Compliance And 

Modernization Project 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That Council revise the final allocation of Community Priority square footage to include 
an additional 10,600 square feet from the Economic Development Category for the 
Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital (SBCH) Seismic Compliance and Modernization 
Project. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
On April 26, 2005, the City Council approved the Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital 
(SBCH) Seismic Compliance and Modernization Project as a Community Priority and 
allocated 182,541 square feet from the Economic Development Category.  The project 
involves the reconstruction of the hospital facility to meet seismic requirements imposed 
by Senate Bill 1953.  The Council action included adoption of Specific Plan No. 8, 
approval of the Development Agreement, approval of the abandonment of a portion of 
Castillo Street, approval of a Vesting Tentative Map, and final designation as a 
Community Priority project. 
 
The Specific Plan No. 8 boundary includes three separate areas totaling approximately 
14.5 acres.  The Council-approved project included the demolition of 291,509 square 
feet of the existing hospital, a 447,650 square foot addition to the hospital, a new 24,800 
square foot central plant, a 12,550 square foot childcare facility, and a new 1,050 
square foot commercial space within the parking structure.  The SBCH project permitted 
a total of 745,480 square feet of hospital buildings and 1,372 parking spaces.  The 
hospital property was originally 22 parcels that had a combined minor addition credit of 
22,000 square feet, under Measure E.  After deducting demolition and minor addition 
credits, the project was short 182,541 square feet, which resulted in the original 
allocation request. 
 
Since the commencement of construction, state and federal requirements have 
changed to require hospitals to provide increased provisions and medical supplies to 
sustain operations for a minimum of 96 hours in the event of an emergency.  SBCH has 
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submitted a request to rebuild an existing 10,600 square foot basement that was to be 
demolished in the approved project in order to meet the increased storage 
requirements.  The additional square footage is a 1.4% increase over the approved 
project.   
 
A memorandum from SBCH Facilities Management Department dated January 2010 is 
included as an Exhibit of Attachment 1, the Substantial Conformance Determination 
Request letter dated April 8, 2010.  The memorandum documents the space allocation 
requirements for each identified supply and/or equipment needed to meet both state 
and federal requirements. The reconstruction of the basement area would reduce the 
amount of imported fill required to complete the project by 5,500 cubic yards and in turn 
reduce the short-term construction noise and air quality impacts on the neighborhood.  
 
On August 12, 2010, the Planning Commission considered the request and made a 
recommendation that the Community Development Director approve the Substantial 
Conformance Determination and recommend that the City Council allocate an additional 
10,600 of square footage from the Economic Development Category.   
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
As the only regional acute care facility for the South Coast, the non-profit Santa Barbara 
Cottage Hospital is a critical medical resource and a benefit to the City and its citizens. 
The storage of 96-hour supply of provisions and medical supplies will be important in 
the event of a regional emergency.  Staff recommends that Council revise the final 
Community Priority allocation of 182,541 square feet to 193,141 square feet (an 
additional 10,600 square feet) to be allocated from the Economic Development 
Category.   
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Applicant’s Substantial Conformance Determination Request 

2.  Existing and Proposed Basement Plans (under separate 
cover) 

3.  Planning Commission Staff Report dated August 12, 2010  
4.  Addendum to Final Environmental Impact Report 

 
PREPARED BY: Suzanne Riegle, Assistant Planner 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Paul Casey, Community Development Director 
 
APPROVED BY:  City Administrator's Office 
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