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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
June 28, 2011
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Transportation Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:
Consideration Of The California Department Of Transportation Request For Guidance On A Re-Striping Plan For Cliff Drive
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council support the request by California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) to consider a re-striping plan as part of a pavement maintenance project, which would reduce the number of through traffic lanes on Cliff Drive between Loma Alta Drive and Meigs Road, and create a center turn lane and bike lanes.
DISCUSSION:
A group known as the Mesa Architects has been exploring various options for improving pedestrian and traffic safety on Cliff Drive.  After gathering community input, they have requested that Caltrans adjust the number of lanes on Cliff Drive from four to two travel lanes and add a center turn lane and two bike lanes, while retaining the on-street parking.  Reasons for the proposal expressed by the Mesa Architects include collision reduction, improved site distance, traffic speed reduction, addition of a bicycle facility, and improved residential/commercial driveway and side street access (see Attachment).  Caltrans is willing to restripe the roadway if there is support from the Santa Barbara City Council for the proposed change. Caltrans would bear the expense for the striping because the street is currently scheduled for pavement maintenance in late June/early July and will need to be re-striped following the surface improvements to the roadway.
The proposed striping change meets the Caltrans standard road design.  Cliff Drive currently has approximately 15,000 average daily trips in the subject sections.  After the change, the roadway will perform much like Meigs Road north of Cliff Drive which currently carries the same number of cars and has the two-lane roadway configuration.  The proposed roadway striping would widen out again to four lanes at the intersections at Loma Alta Drive, and Meigs Road.  Therefore, the level of service at these intersections will not change.  Staff supports this request as it will improve the safety for left turning vehicles.  The Transportation and Circulation Committee (TCC) will hear a report on this item at a special meeting on June 23, 2011, and staff will report the TCC recommendation at the Council Meeting.  
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

There is no cost to the City other than the staff resources required to coordinate with Caltrans.
ATTACHMENT(S):
1.  Letter from Caltrans

2.  Letter from Mesa Architects


3.  Addendum to Letter from Caltrans
PREPARED BY:
Browning Allen, Transportation Manager/kts
SUBMITTED BY:
Christine F. Andersen, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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